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*IMPORTANT INFORMATION* 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
Make sure to set your clocks back one hour on Sunday, November 6.  

 
Attendance 

Attendance is a crucial part of a students academic process. It is very important 
for students to be at school and on time. We realize that due to family crisis and 
other extenuating circumstances, sometimes an extended leave is necessary dur-
ing the school year.  However, we would like to strongly encourage you to plan 

family vacations during the times that we have a normal school holiday. 
    

 
 
 

 

November 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  1  2 

*PTC MEETING 
3 4 

*Kindergarten to 

Fire Station (12:30-2:30) 
*Boys to Men (3:05-4:45) 
  

7 
  

8 
  

9 10 
*Picture Retakes 

11 
*Boys to Men (3:05-4:45) 

14 15 
*Chili’s Giveback 

Night 
  

16 
*Chili’s Giveback 

Night 

17 18 

21 
*NO SCHOOL 

22 
*NO SCHOOL 

23 
*NO SCHOOL 

24 
*NO SCHOOL 
  

25 
*NO SCHOOL 
  
  

28 29 30     

Perfect Attendance students enjoying cookies and milk as part of 

their reward for being at school and on time.  

Counselors Corner 10 



 

 

Testing Update 

 

iReady is our district diagnostic measure of reading and mathematics for all grade levels.  

Students in grades 1st-5th test 3 times a year (beginning of the year, mid-year and in the 

spring).  Kindergartners test twice (mid-year and spring).  Teacher use the information 

gained to determine more individualized instruction and intervention for students.  The 

next diagnostic window is open from November 28th through December 16th.   

 

Safety and Weather 

 

We have all enjoyed an unseasonably warm fall so far this year with temperatures in the 

morning well above average.  However, it is very important to be prepared for our ever 

changing Colorado weather.  When temperatures dip to 18 degrees or lower students have 

indoor recess.  We use the temperature that is posted on the district’s webpage as a guide.  

Additionally, we hold indoor recess for heavy rain and snow as well as strong winds.  We 

make every attempt for students to enjoy fresh air and freedom to run and play with their 

friends.  Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the day’s weather (i.e., 

coat, hat, gloves, snow boots).  Don’t forget to send indoor shoes if needed, especially for 

physical education class. 

 

Traffic 

 

Thank you all for your efforts in keeping the traffic flow running smoothly by pulling as 

far forward as you can when dropping off & picking up in the loop.  Continue to be mind-

ful of your speeds entering and exiting campus.   

 

Pickup/Bus Plan Changes 

 

All end of the day changes for student pickup or bus 

changes need to be called into the front office no later than 

2:30/1:30 on Wednesdays.  
 

  

School Hours: 

      First Bell 7:50Am  

Tardy Bell 7:55AM 

Dismissal Bell 3:05PM 

Wednesday times for K-5th 7:50AM-

2:10PM 
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The following staff members have recently been recognized for their out-

standing performance.  
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Kids beware 
   

By Richard Reeder Montrose Daily Press Education Writers Oct 21, 2016 
 

Hoping to drive home the dangers of marijuana use among young peo-

ple, three Montrose High School students spoke to fifth graders on 

Thursday at Johnson Elementary School. 

 Johnson counselor Jean Granberg and Partners Mentoring teamed up 

with the MHS students for the program, which featured an original skit written by Montrose 

High junior Kendrick Richardson and an opening and exit test about what the students knew 

and learned about marijuana. 

“Partners case manager Susie Schulze attended our school counselor meeting” Granberg 

said. “Then I attended a Hilltop conference and the Red Ribbon campaign was brought up. 

Partners purchased some bracelets we have handed out.” 

 

Granberg said the idea to bring the high school kids to Johnson was brought up. She said hav-

ing the high school kids come made Red Ribbon month more exciting. It’s part of the Red Rib-

bon Campaign, a drug awareness effort organized by the National Family Partnership. 

“These are respectable young men who shared how to say no to drugs in a new way,” she 

said. “I can do presentations, but when it comes from their older peers, it is more effective.” 

Schulze said she thought the high school kids did a great job. 

“The younger kids were cheering the high school guys on during the skit. The high school guys 

were really connecting with the younger kids,” she said. “We promote mentoring. This is a 

good partnership to bring in positive role models from the high school.” 

MHS senior Hunter Frenze played a police officer in the skit. He said he was there on behalf 

of Partners and the Montrose City Youth Council. 

“We wanted to bring these kids information about marijuana use and its effects on them,” he 

said. “The kids scored better on the exit test about what they knew than they did on the first 

test.” 

Frenze said the students were attentive and listened well. 

“They were asking a lot of good questions,” he said. “I think they learned a lot and we had fun 

doing it.” 

Richardson said he was there to perform the skit. 

“I wrote the skit to help us share a good message with them,” he said. “It went pretty well and 

they got the message.” 

Richardson said they aimed to warn the fifth-graders about the dangers of the drug. 

“We wanted them to know that doing drugs is no good even if you are above age,” he said. “ I 

had to rewrite it to make sure it is appropriate and politically correct. I am glad they were in-

terested and asked good questions.” 



 

 

 

November 

 

The start of the 2nd quarter brings new games and activities. It also 

brings colder weather. On days that your son/daughter has PE please 

have them bring tennis shoes to change into for class. We are glad 

they are wearing snow boots and other footwear but when we are in-

side it is not safe for them to wear during our activities. Currently we 

are playing soccer and it is not safe to allow students with boots or 

sandals to play so they don’t hurt themselves or other students. 

 

Activities that we will be doing in the coming months: After we finish 

our kicking unit and assessment we will begin with box hockey and in-

troduce striking skills. We will also be working on hand/eye and foot/

eye coordination skills.  

 

As the weather changes we encourage you to ask your child what are 

some activities that they can do indoor that will keep their heart rate 

and fitness levels up. We have provided them with many examples of 

activities and websites where they can go for activi-

ties to keep them moving.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Mr. Harris and Mr. Imus 
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Another month has flown by and here I am again writing to tell you about all the wonderful happenings that have 

been going on in the music room. 

 

After several weeks of preparation, one of my fifth grade classes, Mrs. McRae’s class, presented music projects 

to a small group of adult community experts on how the students can help younger students learn rhythm val-

ues and read rhythms. This project is part of our school district’s effort to improve our schools by having stu-

dents solve real world problems.  You may have heard the acronym, STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Arts, and Math, where students will develop 21st century skills needed for the workforce. 

 

This presentation was a very big deal!  The students were asked to dress as if they were interviewing for a job, 

so many of the boys wore ties!  Many of the girls dressed up in either a skirt, dress, or dress pants!  I was very 

impressed by how well my students presented themselves.  Each group of students spoke for five minutes, with 

each student having a chance to talk. Then there was a time for comments and questions from the adult panel-

ists.  Some of the projects that the students came up with in helping younger students retain learning note val-

ues and reading rhythms were a “Rhythms Hopscotch,” a “Star Wars, The Music Awakens” game, a hand clap-

ping game, a “Rhythm-o-poly” game, a “Hokey Pokey” dance using rhythms, a Rhythm Circle game, coloring 

sheets, and Mad Minute Rhythm worksheets.  I will definitely be using some of these ideas in my classroom!  I 

was so proud of these students! 

 

Fourth graders helped with Storybook Day and were  one of the Storybook Day presenters.  With the shadow 

screen sheet and overhead projector, the fourth grade classes prepared a couple of stories to present to other 

classes for Storybook Day.  They added songs, sound effects, and instrument accompiament to our stories.  The 

two stories they performed were, “The Little Old Lady Who Wasn’t Afraid of Anything” by Linda Williams and 

“Shake Dem Halloween Bones” by W. Nikola-Lisa. 

 

In Third grade, we created sound stories.  We videotaped the pictures of the book with the sounds that the stu-

dents created as the background noise.  The stories we used were “Old Devil Wind” by Bill Martin Jr. and “A 

Dark, Dark Tale” by Ruth Brown. 

 

Second graders read the book, “Teeny Tiny” by Jill Bennett/Tomie dePaola.  The words, “Teeny Tiny” are men-

tioned many times throughout the story.  I have the students explore their voices and try to say those words in 

different ways (high, low, fast, slow, accented). Then I read the story again, but pause and each student has a 

turn to use their voice in a different way saying the words “Teeny Tiny.”  It makes the story sound a lot of fun! 

 

First graders did a shadow screen puppet story with the song, “Skin and Bones.”  We used an autoharp to make 

the eerie sound each time the students sang the “oo-oo-oo” part in the song. Turning off the lights in the class-

room makes it even more fun! 

 

Kindergarteners read a story called “The Witch Has an Itch” by Donna Guthrie.  It’s about a witch who gets an 

itch every time she does some evil magic.  The witch decides to change her ways and becomes a nice witch in-

stead. The students then play a game. One student points to a body part of the witch and the class recites a 

chant about the witch who has an itch: “The witch has an itch; the witch has an itch.  Where O where, does the 

witch have an itch.  On her teeny, tiny nose, on her teeny, tiny nose!”   continued………………. 
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Continued 

 
 

LOOKING FOR SAND TOYS FOR JOHNSON’S SAND BOX 

 

Students are enjoying playing in the school’s sandbox again now that there are some sand 

toys to play with.  In the last couple of months, there have been some additional toys pur-

chased for the school playground.  The school year started with a handful of students play-

ing in the sand, but now we have over 40 students playing in the sandbox.  Many thanks to 

the PTC for donating money to help purchase a toy chest and sand toys for the playground. 

 

We still could use some additional sand toys.  As you know, these toys are not built to last.  

If you happen to have some of these items around your home and would like to drop them 

by the school sand box, we would appreciate it. 

 

Ice cream scoops 

Sand buckets, sand molds, sieves, sand wheels 

Jell-O molds – hard plastic or copper 

Spaghetti strainers 

Plastic coffee cans 

Plastic dinosaurs to bury 

Plastic bowls 

Muffin tins 

Funnels 

Canning funnels 

Large trucks, dump trucks, bull dozers 

Children’s garden tools 

 

Thank you for supporting your children in their education and all the great things happen-

ing at Johnson Elementary! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tracy Reinhard, Music Specialist 
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Check It Out!  

What’s Up at the Library                                                        

November 2016 

 
BOOK FAIR!! –CONGRATULATIONS, Johnson families!  Once again, you have shown that 
reading is very important to you through your support of our Fall Book Fair!  We set a new 
record—over $6,400.00 in sales! It is a privilege to help you bring books in to your homes! 
Thank you SO much!  We will be able to purchase many new fiction and non-fiction books 
for our library, thanks to you! 
Character Traits – Here at Johnson, we are very committed to your student’s growth, both 
academically and personally! Each quarter we recognize students who have shown exem-
plary character at the POW WOW awards assemblies. We also focus on a different charac-
ter trait each month to inspire and improve ourselves! Here in the library, I spend the first 
week of each month discussing that trait with every class, and we read a story that illus-
trates how to apply this characteristic in our lives.  The theme for November is THANK-
FULNESS. We will talk about what it means to be thankful—how to feel and show grati-
tude! Books we will share will include “The Last Stop On Market Street” (which was this 
year’s Newbery Medal Winner, as well as a Caldecott Honor book!) by Matt de la Pena, and 
“Thank You, Mr. Falker” by Patricia Polacco.  
Giving Tree – Thinking ahead to December…this year, the JES Student Council will be or-
ganizing and running our annual Canned Food Drive. Look for a flyer to come home the 
week after we come back from our Thanksgiving break—the Giving Tree will be open 
starting December 1st! 

“You can find magic wherever you look. Sit back and relax, all you 
need is a book.” – Dr. Seuss 

Happy Reading! 
Mrs. Mahan, 

 Johnson Elementary Librarian 
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LICE 
 As you may know, cases of head lice are not uncommon.  An estimated 6-12 mil-

lion infestations occur each year in the United States, most commonly among children 

ages 3-11.  The following information can help you learn how to identify and manage lice, 

should it occur.   

 

What are head lice? 

Head lice are tiny wingless insects that live close to the human scalp. They feed on 

blood.  The eggs, also called nits, are tiny, tear-drop shaped eggs that attach to the hair 

shaft.  Nits often appear yellowish or white and can look much like dandruff but are not 

easily removed or brushed off.  The nymph, or baby louse, is smaller and can grow to 

adult size in 1-2 weeks.  The adult louse is the size of a sesame seed and is tan to gray-

ish-white in color.  An itchy and inflamed scalp is a common symptom of lice.  

 

Who is affected by head lice? 

Head lice are not related to cleanliness.  In fact, head lice often infest people with good 

hygiene.  Infestations can occur at home, school or in the community.  Head lice are 

most often spread by direct head-to-head contact- for example, during play at home, 

school, slumber parties, sports activities, or camp.  Less often, lice are spread by objects 

that have been in recent contact with a person with head lice, such as hats, scarves, hair 

accessories, combs, brushes, stuffed animals or bedding.  It is important to know that 

lice cannot jump or fly, but can crawl and can only live off the human hair shaft for up 48 

hours, at the very most.   

 

What to do if an infestation occurs? 

If you think your child had head lice, it is important to talk with your healthcare provider 

to discuss the best treatment approach for your family.  Resistance to some over-the-

counter head lice shampoos had been reported, although the prevalence is not known.  

Prescription treatment options are known to be safe and effective, but must be pre-

scribed by a healthcare provider. Students who are found to have head lice may stay in 

school until the end of the school day, but must be treated be-

fore returning to school.   

 

Please visit http://www.headfirstlicelessons.org for answers to 

questions about head lice.  We would be happy to provide you 

with additional information upon request.   
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Find Time for Family 

 

Kids rely on their families for love, guidance, and a sense of belong-

ing.  Without these things, it’s hard to do well in school or in 

life.  Activities like the following will show your child she has family 

support: 

 Eat meals together.  Extend your time together by preparing and 

cleaning up as a family too.  Turn off the television during meals so 

conversations can take place! 

 Take trips.  Go to a concert, local museum or sports event.  Ask 

your children, “What would you like to do?” 

 Play together.  Choose games that everyone can enjoy, such as 

charades, board games or 20 questions.  Let your children pick what 

to play. 

 Plan family nights.  Decide together what to do, or take turns 

choosing.  You might order pizza, bake cookies or see a 

movie.  Sometimes invite another family to join you.  

 Do something silly.  Some of the best family memories are the 

funniest ones.  You might make breakfast for dinner, or dress in the 

craziest outfits you can find. 

 Relax.  Some parents find that right after school is a great time to 

spend with children.  The kids are ready to plop down and talk about 

their day.  Talk about family news, goals, concerns, and successes.  


